
Any support or help 
needed: 

Please ring Revd Michelle 
01933 222634 

 

 

 

Calling everyone to prayer Sunday 22nd March—7pm 

We have called, along with our fellow church leaders, for a day of prayer 

and action this coming Sunday - Mothering Sunday (22nd March).  

 

 

Mothering Sunday has always been both a day of celebration for many 

and a sensitive and emotional day for some.  
 

Wherever you are this Sunday please do join in this day of prayer and 

action and remember especially those who are sick or anxious, and all 

involved in our Health Service.  

 

As one action, we are calling on everyone to place a lighted candle in 

their window at 7.00 p.m. as a sign of solidarity and hope in the light of 

Christ that can never be extinguished. 

 

 

God’s Blessing: 
 

Christ give you grace to 
grow in holiness, to deny 
yourselves, take up your 
cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and those 
you love, this day and 
always. Amen 

Recommended reading: 

· Finding God in the 
Mess (Jim Deeds) 

· Saying Yes to life (Ruth 
Valerio) 
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For the Christian community 
 

We are not people of fear: 
we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: 
we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, 
giving and loving, wherever we are, 
whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes, wherever you call us. 
 

Useful prayers 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated  
of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake. Amen 

For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with 
hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 



 

For those who are ill 
 

Merciful God, 
we entrust to your tender care 
those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens 
your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them, 
and restore them to health and strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

For hospital staff and medical researchers 
 

Gracious God, 
give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 
that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

For more prayer resources: 
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-
prayer-resources  

 

Biblical Readings for Mothering Sunday: 

Old Testament: 
1 Samuel 1: 20—end 
Psalm 127: 1 – 4 
 

New Testament: 
Colossians 3: 12 - 17  
 

Gospel Reading: 
John 19: 25—27 

Any support or help 
needed: 

Please ring Revd Michelle 
01933 222634 

TV / Radio Worship—Sunday 22nd March 

8:10am—Sunday Worship (Radio 4 

1.15pm—Songs of Praise (TV—BBC 1) 

3pm—Choral Evensong (Radio 3) 

Church news: 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury announced on Tuesday 17th March 2020 that 
public worship is 'suspended until further notice' amid fears over           
coronavirus.   
In a joint letter, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Justin Welby and 
John Sentamu respectively, said it was 'necessary to put public services on 
hold'.  
 

They added church buildings may remain open for prayer 'where practical' 
and as long as worshippers observe social distancing recommendations. 
A Church of England spokesman also clarified that weddings and funerals 
could still go ahead. 

 

'Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in the 
days ahead,' the archbishops wrote. 'Our life is going to be less                 
characterised by attendance at church on Sunday, and more characterised 
by the prayer and service we offer each day. 

 

'We may not be able to pray with people in the ways that we are used to, 
but we can certainly pray for people. And we can certainly offer practical 
care and support. 

 

'Please do carry on supporting the local foodbank and buy extra provisions 
for it. Ensure the night shelters wherever possible are kept open.  
 

Archbishop Justin and our own Bishop has urged us to keep the church 
buildings open for private prayer wherever possible as we know so many do 
all the time.  
 

Church opening times for private prayer: 
 

St Andrews Church will be open: 
Mothering Sunday 22nd March—9.30am to 11.30am 
Come and say a private prayer, light a candle and pick some flowers up 
 

Sunday 29th March—9.30am—11.30am 
 

St Barnabas Church will be open:  
Mothering Sunday 22nd March—9.30am to 11.30am 
Come and say a private prayer, light a candle and pick some flowers up 
 

Sunday 29th March—9.30am—11.30am 


